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Thursday, November 8, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
Richland Two Institute of Innovation
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Order of Events
Red Carpet Introductions
2018 Order of the Flame Recipients

Welcome
Judi Gatson, Anchor, WIS TV News

Presentation of the Colors
Spring Valley High School Air Force JROTC

Invocation
Ellen Skidmore, Minister, Forest Lake Presbyterian Church

Welcome from the Education Foundation
Amy Cain, President

Dinner
Entertainment by Dr. Wendy Campbell, Coordinator of Fine Arts

Recognition of the 2018 Richland Two
Order of the Flame Recipients
Closing Remarks
Dr. Baron R. Davis, Superintendent

Amy Cain

President of the
Richland Two
Education Foundation

Dear Friends,
I cannot tell you how excited I am to welcome you to the first
annual Order of the Flame Gala. As we celebrate the first class
of inductees, I am proud to have been a part of bringing this
award to fruition. It is not every day one gets to share in starting
something that will be a lasting recognition of leadership and
volunteerism that enriched lives in the community connected by
the gift of education.
This inaugural event is made possible through the generosity of
our sponsors and many volunteers. It’s been a true team effort
to make sure tonight is a meaningful evening or all who attend.
Many thanks to all.
Your attendance exemplifies the warm spirit that solidifies this
district. Everything we are capable of doing is a gift to share.
Everything we accomplish, we accomplish together. Thank you
for your support, being here tonight and all you do to make
Richland Two a Premier School District.
Amy Cain, President
Richland Two Education Foundation
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Meet the 2018-2019
Order of the Flame Recipients

The Richland Two Order of the Flame was established by the
Richland Two Education Foundation to recognize graduates, former
employees and friends of Richland School District Two.
These individuals’ civic, professional or volunteer activities have
enriched the lives of others through their significant contributions
of time, talent or resources. Our school district, their community
and their profession are all beneficiaries of their generosity.
Awardees of the Richland Two Order of the Flame have
represented the district with honor, humility and high moral
standards.
The Richland Two Education Foundation is privileged to have the
opportunity to acknowledge these individuals for their lasting
impact they have made on the lives around them as well as
Richland Two.

Anna Love Boyd

Anna Love Boyd believed in having a well-rounded community with
religion and education as its basis for success. Because of this, she
freely gave of her time and energy to make sure love and learning
were accessible to all.
Ms. Boyd was born in 1857 and lived to be 100 years old. She
was educated in the Columbia Public School System and attended
Benedict College. She worked as a nurse at what is now Crafts-Farrow
State Hospital, where her passion for caring for others led her to
being affectionately known as “Mother Boyd.”
In 1917, the Anna Boyd School, formerly known as Zion Canaan
School, opened in the State Park community in Richland County. Ms.
Boyd paid the first $5 towards the purchase of the property, a large
sum of money at that time. The Anna Boyd School was one of the
first primary schools for African-American children. The school has
served many students throughout the years in Richland Two, including
as an early childhood development center and an alternative center.
The Anna Boyd School currently houses the district’s Charter High
School. All educational offerings in this school building have provided
the same kind of special care and attention for which Ms. Boyd is
remembered.
Anna Love Boyd has left a legacy of which even she, with her high
standards and keen awareness, could be proud. All those who have
been touched by her life are better today because of her humility,
foresightedness, dedication, and leadership that lives on forever.

Annie Hanberry

Unquestionably, the history and successes of Richland School District
Two are built on the foresightedness, strengths, dedication, and
resiliency of people like Annie Hanberry, who dedicated 50 years of
her life to education.
Mrs. Hanberry was born in 1903. She grew up in the Wheeler Hill
section of Columbia, SC, where she attended city schools. She earned
a Bachelor’s Degree and Honorary Doctorate Degree from Benedict
College. After earning a Master’s Degree in Education from Columbia
University in New York City, she returned home to accept her first
teaching job at Finley High School in Chester, SC where she taught
science for 15 years.
In 1936, she began teaching in Blythewood in a two room, two
teacher school. She was the first principal of Bethel High School.
Under Mrs. Hanberry’s leadership and direction, Bethel was among
the first schools in South Carolina to receive accreditation in 1956
from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. She became
the first African-American female principal in the state.
In 1967 the Richland Two Board of Trustees voted to authorize the
renaming of Bethel to Annie E. Hanberry High School as a tribute to
her 31 years of service as a teacher and principal in the district. The
school is currently named Bethel-Hanberry Elementary School.
The Richland Two Order of the Flame is an ideal way to bring the
rich history of people like Mrs. Hanberry to life so that younger
generations can learn about their great deeds and contributions.

John Hudgens

“Say ‘YES’ with enthusiasm!” has always been the lifelong mantra
of Dr. John Hampton Hudgens II. Dr. Hudgens has lived that mantra
since the beginning of his career in Orangeburg, SC where he started
in 1960 after graduating from Newberry College.
Dr. Hudgens came to Richland School District Two in 1972 as the
principal of Spring Valley High School, the only high school in the
district at that time. He was the first principal of Richland Northeast
High School, became Assistant Superintendent and by 1984 was
named district Superintendent. During his tenure with Richland Two,
the U.S. Department of Education named both Spring Valley High
School and Richland Northeast High School National Blue Ribbon
Schools. Many other schools in the district followed suit under his
leadership, which led to Richland Two having the highest percentage
of Blue Ribbon schools in the nation for school districts of their size.
In 1994, after 10 years as superintendent and 22 total years in the
district as a much loved and well-respected educator and leader, Dr.
Hudgens decided to retire.
Retirement didn’t last long for the hard working Hudgens. After his
retirement from Richland Two, he served as Interim Superintendent
in Newberry Public Schools and Manning Public Schools. He was
named Interim President of Midlands Technical College, President of
Newberry College and twice Interim President of Newberry College.
John Hudgens’ most enthusiastic endeavor of his life, however, has
been that of his much adored family. He and his wife, Martha, are
the parents of two children, John Hampton Hudgens III and Lillian
Hudgens Dennis and are proud grandparents to five grandsons…Eric,
Jack, Joshua, Luke and Nick.
Dr. Hudgens leaves a legacy in Richland Two of hard
work, vision and friendship but most of all enthusiasm
with a resounding ‘YES’!

John Monroe

It’s no wonder that John Monroe readily demonstrates his love for
Richland School District Two. John, along with his entire family,
either graduated from or are now attending Richland Two schools.
As a proud graduate of Dentsville High School, it is important to Mr.
Monroe to give back to the district that gave him and his family a
wonderful education.
A home builder and farmer, John Monroe has served as a community
leader for many years, elected to Richland County Council and
creating the Northeast Homeowners Association. This association
was instrumental in bringing the first ambulance outside the city of
Columbia and establishing the Sandhill Fire Station, Northeast Post
Office and North Springs Park.
Mr. Monroe’s vision and love for the northeast community led to the
creation of the Sparkleberry Country Fair in the mid 1990s. He and
his volunteer committee set out to create an educational, countryoriented, family event that fosters a sense of local community and
pride. As creator and leader of the Sparkleberry Country Fair, John
Monroe has enhanced the quality of education in Richland Two for 23
years. Under his leadership, our district’s teachers and students have
received almost one million dollars from fair proceeds, for teacher
grants and college scholarships.
Mr. Monroe recently retired from the Sparkleberry Country Fair board,
but his many years of service and commitment to building a unique
and successful partnership with Richland Two will live on for years to
come. He will always be loved and respected by all those
who have been touched by his kindness and generosity.

Gwen Smythe

For Gwen Smythe, what started as being a homeroom volunteer mom
turned into a lifelong love and friendship with Richland Two and the
Northeast community. Mrs. Smythe is a retired nurse and serves
as a Deacon at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church. Her family and
friends know that in addition to being a great caregiver, she has some
extraordinary culinary skills (Ginger snaps, ham and chicken bog are
some of her specialties).
Mrs. Smythe has worn many hats in Richland Two. She’s been
President of the Windsor Elementary School Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) and Vice President of the E. L. Wright Middle School
PTA. She started “Student of the Week” recognitions and was a
founding committee member and President of the Spring Valley High
School Wrestling Booster Club. She was also a founding member of
the Spring Valley Education Foundation Auction committee, which
has raised thousands of dollars throughout the years. Mrs. Smythe
support for the district was taken to another level when she chaired
the Richland Two “Get Out The Vote” Bond Referendum Committee
in 1987 and was a committee member for the next two bond
referendum elections. She was a founding committee member of the
Sparkleberry Country Fair.
Mrs. Smythe’s work has not gone unnoticed or unappreciated. In May
2009, she received the Order of the Silver Crescent, South Carolina’s
highest civilian award for significant contribution, leadership,
volunteerism and lifelong influence within a region or community.
Her gentle spirit and inclusive nature make her an excellent choice for
the Richland Two Order of the Flame. It is even more befitting for
her to be in the inaugural class given the multitude of
initiatives she has started in Richland Two.

Judi gatson

WIS TV News Anchor
SCBA Anchor of the Year
Mistress of Ceremonies
Judi Gatson is an evening anchor for WIS, the dominant television
station in the Columbia, SC television market. As anchor of WIS News
at 5 p.m. and WIS News at 6 p.m., Judi reports on and anchors some
of the biggest stories around the state. You’ll also find Judi on KISS
103.1FM on Sunday evenings at 6 p.m., hosting “NTouch,” talking
about hot topics and important issues in the community.
Judi is an award-winning journalist on topics ranging from education
to consumer issues, and has moderated statewide gubernatorial
debates and interviewed influential politicians and newsmakers.
Judi’s extensive coverage of breaking news includes live reports
from McClellanville as Hurricane Charley was making landfall. And in
her special report, “Into the Fire,” Judi brought viewers a compelling
report on the technology used to rescue people faster when she
completed firefighter training and went inside a burning building live
to simulate a rescue. As co-anchor on WIS News at 6 Judi has won
three Emmy awards for best newscast and several Associated Press
Awards for Business/Consumer reporting and Education reporting.
Judi’s heavy involvement in the community previously included
serving on the boards of Healthy Learners, the Palmetto Health South
Carolina Cancer Center, Palmetto Center for Women and United Way’s
Palmetto Society. She also speaks at many schools and community
events and enjoys making regular visits to mentor teenage girls in the
transition program at the Department of Juvenile Justice.
Judi is married to Dwayne Gatson and has two sons, Aidan Kash and
Nicholas Jax. The Gatsons are active members of Brookland Baptist
Church and live in Columbia with their two labs, Shadow and Spirit.

thank you
Blythewood String Trio
Wendy Campbell, Ed.D.
Judi Gatson
R2i2 Conference Center
Spring Valley Air Force
JROTC
Student Escorts
Cread Corley, bhs
Justin Davis, whs
Amani Jamison, rne
Kyrie Lanham, svhs
Trenton Love, rvhs

