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Our mission is to fund the advancement of justice by improving access, education and accountability.

A Message from Elaine Fowler, SC Bar Foundation President
Dear Grantees & Friends of the South Carolina
Bar Foundation:
It is with very mixed emotions that I write this
letter as I finish my term as President of the South
Carolina Bar Foundation. It has been incredibly
gratifying to have had the opportunity to see the
generosity of so many lawyers and to see the
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amazing and important work that our grantees do,
including providing access to civil legal services for those who could
not otherwise afford them and educating the public about the justice
system. It has also been my great privilege and pleasure to have been
able to work closely with Shannon Willis Scruggs, who has served as
the Foundation’s Executive Director for the last 10 years.
After 15 years of total service to the Foundation, Shannon has
announced her resignation. When Shannon was named Executive
Director in 2004, she was the youngest person to hold that position
within the national IOLTA programs/Bar Foundation arena at that time,
which doesn’t surprise me, after I have come to appreciate her many
talents.
As Executive Director, Shannon has managed all aspects of the IOLTA
program and has led the Foundation in its role as the only entity that
funds legal aid and law related education programs throughout the
state. During Shannon’s tenure as Executive Director, the Foundation
has distributed nearly $30 million in total grants to approximately
40 different civil legal aid and law related education organizations in
South Carolina.

Wrapping It Up!
As we close out the fiscal year, we applaud the efforts of our Bar
Foundation supporters! The“BUCK-IT” Challenge was fun and fulfilling,
generating more than $11,000 to support our grantees. We give a huge
thank you to 2015 SC Bar President Cal Watson, SC Bar Foundation
President Elaine Fowler, SC Bar Past President Alice Paylor and SC Bar
Foundation President-Elect Marie-Louise Ramsdale, who donated $1 for
each returning donor and $2 for each new donor. We would also like to
thank Abacus Planning Group, which donated $10 for every returning
donor, and the TD Charitable Foundation for its support.
The Foundation also participated in the second annual Midlands Gives
event held on Tuesday, May 5. This “day of giving,” sponsored by the
Central Carolina Community Foundation, allowed the Foundation to
collect $13,591 in donations in just 24 hours, representing a 29% increase
in receipts over last year’s event.
The “BUCK-IT” Challenge and Midlands Gives, combined with our annual
gala and grantee gatherings throughout the year, gave the Foundation
many reasons to celebrate! Follow the Foundation on Facebook (facebook.
com/scbarfoundation) and on Twitter (twitter.com/scbarfoundation) to
stay connected with the heart of the Bar.

Shannon’s leadership has not only benefited our State, but has also
been utilized at the national level. Shannon has served on the Board of
the National Association of IOLTA Programs (NAIP) and was President
of the organization in 2014. She has been a great facilitator with our
grantees, sharing suggestions with them from her exposure to other
programs around the country and bringing them together to collaborate
and create efficiencies.
Shannon has been creative and innovative in helping increase resources
for our grantees, including development of an annual gala as well as
regional grantee gatherings, not to mention producing and doing a
phenomenal job starring as Patsy Cline in a fund-raising production at
the 2014 South Carolina Bar Convention! As a result in large part of her
efforts, support to the Foundation by individual donors has increased
more than fivefold over the last 10 years.
While we will miss very much having Shannon at the helm of the
Foundation, we are happy for her that her next adventure will connect
her with a lifetime love. After a brief period of
transition, Shannon will assume the role of Executive
Director at Columbia’s historic Town Theatre.
Please join me in wishing Shannon the best of luck
in her new endeavor and in thanking her for her
leadership and contribution to the advancement of
justice in South Carolina.
Shannon Willis Scruggs
Sincerely,
Elaine H. Fowler, SC Bar Foundation President

Important Update to Rule 412
SCACR
The South Carolina Supreme Court
recently amended SCACR 412 allowing
credit unions to become eligible
institutions in South Carolina’s Interest
on Lawyer Trust Accounts (IOLTA)
program administered by the SC Bar
Foundation.
The Rule is now in agreement with
federal legislation which permits
credit union participation by mandating insurance coverage for
IOLTAs if the attorney is a member of the credit union, regardless
of whether the attorney’s clients are members of the credit union.
For more information, please contact the SC Bar Foundation at
iolta@scbar.org.

Ambassadors on the Move
The South Carolina Bar Foundation Ambassador Class of 2015 has been busy since joining the Foundation’s efforts in January.
Read more about our ambassadors and the impact they are making toward the advancement of justice.
Josh Bennett

Tiffany Butler

“I interviewed Foundation grantees in preparation
for the funding decisions for the upcoming fiscal
year. I also coordinated a “Lunch and Learn” where
members of my firm met with representatives
from SC Legal Services and the SC Bar Law Related
Education Division to discuss their programs.”

“I have been learning more about the Foundation’s
grantees and the wonderful work they do in our
communities. I co-hosted the first “Lunch and Learn,”
and I participated in Midlands Gives on May 5th,
where I made phone calls to potential donors.”

Helen Dovell

Elizabeth F. Fulton

“I am planning a grantee gathering with the
Beaufort County Bar Association and a “Lunch and
Learn” with Beaufort lawyers and grantees. I helped
with the IOLTA grantee application review process. I
volunteered as a scoring judge for the regional high
school mock trial competition in Charleston and
will volunteer for the SCLawAnswers.com blitz at
Lowcountry Legal Volunteers.”

“I participated in the grants application process
where I reviewed applications and conducted
interviews for two applicants. My next goal is to work
with Charleston-area Foundation grantees to discuss
ways that more young lawyers can get involved with
offering their services and raising awareness about
the purpose and goals of the Foundation.”

Robert B. Hawk

Alexander Hogsette

“I have worked with Foundation board members to
evaluate grant applicants and learn about the work
of potential grantees and the people they serve. It
is clear how important the Bar Foundation grants
are to the recipients, and in turn, how much good
these grants are able to do for those in need.”

“The board has sought the Ambassadors’ input on
topics ranging from the annual gala to grant funding.
Each Ambassador was paired with a board member
and tasked with reviewing grantee applications. I
had the pleasure of meeting with three non-profit
organizations that do incredible work throughout
our state.”

Brooke Hunt

Thomas Rode

“I have been working with other Ambassadors
reviewing grant applications and conducting
interviews of possible grantees for the Foundation’s
IOLTA grant program.”

“I’ve coordinated with the SC Bar’s Young Lawyers
Division to create a committee dedicated to
promoting the Foundation and its grantees across the
state, with work beginning this summer. I’ve attended
meetings with two prospective grantees and reported
back to the board on their applications for funding.
I hope to have a “Lunch and Learn” this summer to
introduce Bar members to local grantees.“

Ashley Story
“Since becoming an Ambassador, I have attended
the annual gala and donated to the silent auction;
conducted grantee interviews with a Foundation
board member; and fellow Ambassador Tiffany
Butler and I organized a “Lunch and Learn” with
a few friends and two of our grantees. These
programs are fantastic, and it has been wonderful
getting to know the grantees who provide legal
service and outreach to those who need it most
across South Carolina.”

Ambassadors promote the Bar Foundation’s mission and
vision and help raise additional resources to support
legal services programs, law related education and other
grantees. Ambassadors also assist the Bar Foundation with
events, fundraising and other functions.
Are you interested in becoming an Ambassador for
2016? Visit www.scbarfoundation.org/Ambassador.asp for
more information.

Magnifying your charitable “bucks”
By: Abacus Planning Group
The South Carolina Bar Foundation
welcomes all types of charitable
contributions. Cash is by far the
most popular form of giving. To
maximize the income tax benefits
of your charitable donations,
consider alternatives to giving
cash. Most taxpayers will discover
that donating an appreciated investment or making a qualified
charitable distribution from an Individual Retirement Account
(IRA) will provide additional tax reduction benefits.
Giving an appreciated investment to a charity is the most
tax-advantaged donor option. The taxpayer is eligible for the
charitable deduction and neither the taxpayer nor the charity pay
the capital gains tax when the charity liquidates the investment. If
you typically give to multiple charities, a donor-advised fund may
be an efficient and simple manner to implement this plan.
The Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) option lapsed once
again at the end of 2014. Congress may reinstate this option for
charitable giving in 2015. If you usually make your charitable
contributions in December, deferring a decision on whether to gift
cash or request a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA
until Congress’s ultimate decision may be worth the wait.

For most taxpayers, the ranking for maximizing the tax benefit of
your charitable contributions is:
1) appreciated investment such as a stock or
mutual fund,
2) qualified charitable distribution from your
Individual Retirement Account, and
3) cash.
The charity receives the same contribution under each scenario,
but the taxpayer keeps more in his or her pocket when giving
an appreciated investment or a QCD. Older taxpayers in the
highest tax brackets should seriously consider the QCD over
cash depending on the impact on the taxability of Social Security
benefits, Medicare B and D premiums, Pease phase-out of
deductions and the AFHCA surtax. The “Nerd’s Eye View” blog
(www.kitces.com/blog/) provides a detailed overview of each
strategy and the relative merits, which you can discuss with your
tax adviser.

Interested in donating to the South Carolina
Bar Foundation? Visit our website at
www.scbarfoundation.org/donate.asp.

Ambassadors take initiative with “Lunch and Learns”
The South Carolina Bar Foundation Ambassador Class of 2015
has jumped in to their new role at the Foundation. In addition
to promoting the Bar Foundation’s mission and vision, the
Ambassadors are working to raise awareness of the Foundation
and most importantly, our grantees, through newly-created
“Lunch and Learns.”
These “Lunch and Learns” allow lawyers and grantees to enjoy
lunch together, build relationships and discuss our grantee’s work
in the community.

SC Access to Justice Commission and the SC Center for Fathers and Families
address lawyers at the first “Lunch and Learn” in 2015.

The goal of each “Lunch and Learn” is to foster connections
between our grantees, our Ambassadors and their colleagues.
These events also help more attorneys in the legal profession
understand the Foundation and learn more about how they can be
involved locally with Foundation grantees.
If you are interested in participating in a future “Lunch and Learn”
with one of our Ambassadors, contact the SC Bar Foundation at
foundation@scbar.org.

SC Bar Law Related Education Division and SC Legal Services speak to lawyers
about their programs and services during a “Lunch and Learn.”

A Conversation with SC Victim
Assistance Network
SCVAN’s SC Immigrant Victim Network’s
Bilingual Paralegal
Imagine visiting a foreign country and becoming the
victim of a crime, finding yourself unable to communicate
or navigate the legal system. Your situation would be
dire. For members of the noncitizen population of South
Carolina, this is an everyday reality.
As this new population in South Carolina rapidly
increases, so does the number of foreign national victims
of crime, including victims of domestic violence, sexual
assault, child abuse, robbery and human trafficking.
Unfortunately, the availability of affordable legal
representation with expertise in this area has not kept
pace with the growth.
To address this gap in legal services, the SC Department
of Public Safety called upon the SC Victim Assistance
Network to establish the SC Immigrant Victim Network
(SCIVN).
The SCIVN provides direct legal representation for crime
victims throughout the criminal justice process. They
also protect victims in the immigration system to make
sure they are able to stay in the United States during the
investigation and prosecution of their case. The process
can be long-term, emotional and complicated, especially
when the victim cannot speak English.
“Fifty percent of the immigrant population in SC is from
Latin America, but we have to remind ourselves that the
other 50 percent is from everywhere else,” said Tricia
Ravenhorst, Legal Services to Victims Director. “We have
been so blessed in our office to have Spanish speakers,
but with the Bar Foundation’s help, we were able to hire
a paralegal who is multilingual in languages other than
Spanish. That has opened up a world of possibilities.”
Jenna Monk, SCVAN’s new bilingual paralegal, knows
firsthand about being the victim of a crime in a foreign
country.

“I was robbed while I lived abroad,” said Jenna. “So I can
understand the anxiety that comes with navigating a criminal
justice system, a government and an industry that you don’t
understand. It is pretty daunting.”
Jenna, who has spent time in England, Jamaica, Barbados,
Kenya, Spain and France, speaks French fluently and has
varying levels of proficiency in German, Spanish, Swahili and
the Kenyan language Lou. She grew up in North Carolina and
came to South Carolina to attend Furman University. There
she studied political science and French, with a focus on
international relations.
“What drew me to international relations is also what makes
me so passionate about this job. I am very interested in
different cultures, different people and how governments
shape their lives,” said Jenna.
Immigrant victims of crime face cultural and linguistic
barriers when it comes to the criminal justice system. So when
making sure these individuals are represented in our courts,
communication is key.
“It is very important that they are able to communicate
accurately and completely what has happened to them and
their emotions. When someone is a victim of a crime, there are
a lot of complex layers to it, so it is very important that they
can communicate and that we are able to understand,” said
Jenna.
“There is a great need for this
program in South Carolina and I am
very excited to meet people who are
working to resolve the issue and are
passionate about it. I get my energy
from them, and I am excited that I can
do something helpful and productive
for the people that live in SC.”

Log on to our YouTube channel (youtube.com/scbarfoundation) for an in-depth look at SCVAN’s
SC Immigrant Victim Network. Want to get involved? Contact Tricia Ravenhorst, Legal Services to
Victims Director, at 864-449-1673 or at tricia@scvan.org.
This interview is part of our video series entitled “Heart to Heart,” which focuses on grantee
programs, individuals and volunteers dedicated to bettering the lives of others. Watch other
“Heart to Heart” videos on our YouTube channel (youtube.com/scbarfoundation).

Tribute Gifts

The Bar Foundation gratefully acknowledges those who have made gifts in tribute of a colleague or friend of the Bar for
the period of March 1 — May 31, 2015. Names in bold denote the honoree.
IN MEMORY OF
Robert W. Burkett
Joseph T. McElveen Jr.
Martha B. Dicus
Joseph R. Cross Jr.
Rhett C. Dunaway
Eve M. Stacey
H. Stanley Feldman
Danny H. Mullis
Robert W. Foster Sr.
T.E. Allen III
T.L. Highston Jr.
Julian H. Gignilliat
R. Read Gignilliat
Harold W. Jacobs

SC Bar President 1973

Louise E. Oxner
Edward P. Perrin
Anne G. Kelly
Thornwell F. Sowell III
J. Ernest Kinard Jr.
T.L. Hughston Jr.
Rodney A. Peeples
John Gregg McMaster Jr.
Roger B. Jellenik
J. Ernest Kinard Jr.
David A. Merline
SC Bar President 1997

Hugh Aiken
James M. Bagarazzi
Diane C. Bagwell
Richard J. Beach
Dena S. Benedict
George B. Cauthen

Theron G. Cochran
Leslie A. Cotter Jr.
D.D. Davenport Jr.
James B. Drennan III
Laymon L. Echols
Nathan A. Einstein
C.E. Floyd
Elaine H. Fowler
Joseph G. Francis Jr.
Harold F. Gallivan III
William R. Gilkerson
Thomas L. Gregory
Jack D. Griffeth
T.L. Hughston Jr.
Jacob H. Jennings
June M. Jennings
John E. Johnston
J. Ernest Kinard Jr.
Howard P. King
John W. Kittredge
Keith T. Littrell
William C. Lucius
William E. McCullough
Rita M. McKininey
Joseph S. Mendelsohn
William H. Orders
Louise E. Oxner
I.H. Philpot Jr.
Charles V. Pyle Jr.
D.A. Quattlebaum III
F. Dean Rainey Jr.
C.J. Roof
C. Michael Smith
Joanna B. Stone
James A. Stuckey Jr.
Charles M. Timmons Jr.
James H. Watson
Robert S. Wells
James E. Woodside
Bradford W. Wyche
Robert H. Yeargin

Abacus Planning Group
Cherry Bekaert, LLP
Community Foundation of
Greenville:
Tod and Meg Hyche Fund
The Haynsworth Family
Fund in Memory of
Clement Furman
Haynsworth III
Devlin & Parkinson, PA
Foster Law Firm, LLC
Freeman and Moore, PC
Nachman Norwood &
Parrott, Inc.
Palmetto Paralegal Association
Smith Moore Leatherwood, LLP
Sojourner Caughman &
Thomas, LLC
Thomas Fisher & Sinclair, PA

IN HONOR OF
Gerald M. Angelo
Nancy H. Bailey

Julian J. Nexsen

Megan Moore
Shannon Willis Scruggs

SC Bar Foundation President 1972-75

T.E. Allen III
George B. Cauthen
Russell T. Infinger
Robert S. Wells
Turner Padget Graham &
Laney, PA
Morris D. Rosen
SC Bar President 1979

Thornwell F. Sowell III
Clarence E. Singletary
T.L. Hughston Jr.
Charles O. Warren Jr.
Clifford B. Chappell

Tiffany L. Butler
Anonymous
Anne S. Ellefson
Elaine H. Fowler
Gerald M. Finkel
Shiryl R.G. Ballard
Ernest A. Finney Jr.
Ruben L. Gray Sr.
Kristin Horzen
Shannon Willis Scruggs
Stephen A. Husman
Shiryl R.G. Ballard

Jocelyn Newman
Steven W. Hamm
Andy Nyland
Shannon Willis Scruggs
Costa M. Pleicones
Herbert W. Hoefer Family Trust
Shannon Willis Scruggs
Beverly A. Carroll
George B. Cauthen
Jack E. Cohoon
Elaine H. Fowler
Patricia Littlejohn
Jocelyn Newman
Mary E. Sharp
Thomas A. Trent
Cal Watson
Elaine H. Fowler

When “thank you” just isn’t enough...recognize your mentor with a tribute gift.
Let everyone know just how much your mentor has impacted your career by honoring them today or
memorializing them tomorrow. The Bar Foundation also lists tribute gifts online at www.scbarfoundation.org.

Meet Stephen Meyer: 2015 Goldberg Scholar

Stephen Meyer (center) receives the

Stephen Meyer knew at an early
age he wanted to go to law school.
“You get to help people and solve
complex problems that are
different in every case, all while
making a living.”

			
With his career goals clearly
2015 Goldberg Scholarship from SC
Bar
Foundation
Board
Member
			
established, Stephen received his
Sidney J. Evering II and USC School
			
undergraduate degree from
of Law Dean Robert M. Wilcox.
			
American University in the District
of Columbia and his law degree from the University of South
Carolina School of Law. He enhanced his law school experience by
serving as a USC Pro Bono Board Member and by donating more
than 200 hours of pro bono work.

He also served as a Volunteer Guardian ad Litem and a USC Peer
Mentor. Stephen worked as a third-year law student attorney for the
USC Child Protection Advocacy Clinic.
For his efforts and accomplishments, Stephen was named the 2015
Goldberg Scholar.
Every year the Goldberg Scholarship is awarded to one deserving
University of South Carolina law student. The scholarship was
created by the SC Bar Foundation in honor of I.M. Goldberg, a wellknown family law practitioner in Charleston. The recipient is selected
by the law school and the presentation is made at the annual USC
Awards Day.
To read more about Stephen Meyer, visit our Wordpress blog at
scbarfoundation.wordpress.com.
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Donor

FORM

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Gift Amount: $____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Check: (Please make payable to SC Bar Foundation and mail to address below.)
Credit Card:
Cardholder’s Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Card Number:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date____________ Security Code: ___________ Zip Code:______________
Authorized Signature:_________________________________________________________________________________________
T H A N K YO U FO R YO U R S U P P O RT !
1. Credit card – complete form above

Designation (choose one):
Apply my gift where it is needed most
Children’s Fund
Disabled Lawyers Fund
Brewer Professionalism Fund
Other information:
My gift is a tribute gift in honor/memory of:
Name__________________________________________
City________________________________State______
Tribute gifts are applied to the General Fund.

I have included the Bar Foundation in my will.

Three ways to remit payment
2. Online at www.scbarfoundation.org 3. Send a check, payable to the Foundation, to the address below:
SC Bar Foundation, PO Box 608, Columbia, SC 29202
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